Drama Booster Minutes – December 1, 2010

Attending: Kendra Roberts, DeeAnn Drummey, Debbie Cooley, Cathy James, Anne Dorwart, Lucas Hewitt, Pat Simon, Jacki Rommel, Jeff Meyer, Samantha Powell, Janet Jacobe, Karen Dulany, Bob Murray.

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm.

A. Approval of the November minutes: motioned by Jacki, 2nd by DeeAnn, minutes were approved.

B. Treasurer’s Report: DeeAnn reported that the Booster’s balance is $2198.56. We received cash from the Rudies for some of our concessions and a check was made to Bob Murray, who bought the concessions for the children’s plays.

C. Liability Insurance: The Carroll County Board of Education sent us information that all school related events must have liability insurance. Janet Jacobe says the PTSO uses Howes Insurance and that is costs about $180 per year. She says the organization is protected if something were to happen and there was a lawsuit. Karen said that this price is not expensive since single day plans can cost upwards of $100. Karen will contact Randy Pentz at Century and will contact Howes Agency about the insurance. 
D. Chitty Chitty Bang Bang: Cathy and a group of other directors went to see the show in Richmond, which had a cast of about 95 kids. She said that for concessions they had a Truly Scrumptious Table that sold CandyGrams to cast members, sweets and cookbooks. There was also a Korectikus garage where they raffled off a kids’s car that was battery operated. She said there were many fundraising tables and lots of raffles. Cathy said this could be a good fundraiser for the Boosters.

Cathy and the group that attended the show got a backstage tour to see the special effects and costumes. Cathy has emailed them about renting some of the props and maybe the cars. She said that for the rental fee, someone from the Richmond show would come up and bring up the car and spend time showing cast members how to use it. Jacki noted that the parents of the kids are contracted to volunteer time for the show. 

Cathy found a scooter online for Truly to ride. She suggested that the Boosters could buy it and then raffle it off like we did for Wizard of Oz. She said in Richmond, they used a kid-sized scooter which fits up to 150 lbs. Cathy found a similar scooter online for about $229. She said Amazon had them, but eBay might have them as well. She said there may be a Booster member or contact who may be willing to donate a similar scooter. We could offer prime advertising in exchange for donating the scooter. 
The Richmond production used online ticket sales exclusively.

CCBB auditions: Thursday, vocal music, Monday, dance, Tuesday will be callbacks. The parent meeting will be Tuesday, December 14 @6:30 in the auditorium.  Anne reported that 37 students auditioned at the music rehearsals on Weds., Dec. 1. Cathy said a few children of the staff will be auditioning for the Happy Birthday scene. They will not rehearse until March. 

The pit orchestra is being run by Brian Hirschmann. He will be holding auditions, but 5 alumni will be playing and if parents are interested in play, they can contact Ms. James and she will forward the interest to Brian. 

Cathy and Lucas have been working on choosing projections/backdrops for the show. Cathy said she envisions minimal set pieces, but will use many projections for scenery. 

Cathy noted the CCBB has been put back on the restricted list by MGM, though she does not know why. She said Century is one of the few high schools in the country who is contracted to do the show. Right now, no other school groups or community theater may acquire the rights to the show. 

Publicity: We need a publicity chairperson and committee. There was discussion of using patch.com to put up a story on the show. Larry Roberts submitted a story to the online news service for Twelfth Night back in November. The site featured a story on the show as well as a video clip. If you are interested in helping with publicity, please contact Ms. James at cdjames@carrollk12.org. 

Online ticket sales: DeeAnn mentioned that there were several concerns raised in the November meeting about people copying receipts from online ticket sales and using those receipts to get unpaid tickets to the show. She said she contacted seat yourself and they said that all the tickets will have purchaser information including the last four digits of the credit card used to purchase the tickets. This information will correspond to the report sent by seatyourself. Booster volunteers will use this information to check off the report and exchange for real tickets.

Concerns were raised about lines waiting for the shows. We had several long lines during Wizard of Oz for those who needed tickets and those who had tickets, but were waiting for seats. Cathy said we will need at least 3 lines: will call, box office and waiting to get into the theatre. There was discussion of using both gyms to handle the overflow. Anne will check on getting the gyms for this purpose. 
Yearbook photos for the International Thespian Society and Drama Club will be Monday, December 6. 

Anne reported that the International Thespian Society (all clubs nationwide) collected 348,000 pounds of food that fed about ¼ million people, mostly people for “Trick or Treat So Kids Can Eat” back in October. She said our club will receive a certificate for participating and the certificate will be framed and put backstage.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:56pm. 
