Drama Booster Minutes - October 5, 2011
Attending: Lucas Hewitt, Debbie Cooley, Dee Ann Drummey, Cindy Walls, Alexa Grauch, Allison Neal, Trish Kirby, Kendra Roberts, Barbara Kreinar,  Vivian Davis, and Lynn Grassi.

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm

Barbara moved to approve the September meeting minutes. Seconded by Debbie and the meeting minutes were approved.

Treasurer's Report: Cindy reported that the Boosters have $2,608.44 for this month. She said we still have a few outstanding receipts for concessions and that she will be making a check payment to Kendra Roberts for web hosting and for the web site for a 2-year payment. Barb said the Rudies will likely purchase any leftovers. Barbara said we need about 150 items or about 1 1/2 items per person for each show. Concessions purchased so far $138.67; $40.67 were contributed by Drama club members; $98 is owed to Cody Cooley and Ryan Atwell for purchases of concessions they made.

Planning for One Acts: October 13, 14, & 15

Volunteers can sign up for concessions, drama booster table and for ticket sellers using www.volunteerspot.com by using the link: http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/172345634603406044
Trish said that most every slot was filled for volunteers but that volunteers were still needed for the drama booster table. Cindy said she will likely sign up one of the days.
Concessions:

Barbara said that Rudies makes a good amount of money asking for baked good donations. Lynn said that Century Idol runs their concession by donation as well and said it is very profitable. Barbara said that people are very good about contributing at least $1 per item and some people give more than that. There was discussion of running a trial run Thursday's performance of asking for donations rather than asking for $1 per concession. Barbara suggested that each grade bake one night for the show and any left over can be used for the cast party or given to the kids. Debbie motioned that we used Thursday night to accept donations for concessions. Allison seconded. The motion was voted unanimously. Dee Ann said we still need candy bars and that we need Coke sodas. 

Baking schedule: Thursday - 10th grade; Friday, 9th grade; Saturday - 11th & 12th grades. Students can bring the baked goods with them to call at 5pm or parents can bring them in and drop off. Items should be individually bagged or wrapped.

Booster Table: Vivian is making a display board for the drama booster table. Boosters are collecting canned goods for the Thespian Society service Project "Trick or Treat So Kids Can Eat." Anyone making a donation will receive a raffle ticket for a drawing for "Cinderella" tickets. One ticket will be drawn each night. Lucas will have a signed voucher for the winners. Kendra will send email reminder about the canned food drive. Lucas reminded everyone that we are mostly trying to collect canned goods, not boxed goods. Debbie will bring a laptop and Lucas will ask Anne Dorwart for a copy of the 10th Anniversary slide show to run at the Booster table. He will also ask for a student to give out raffle tickets to those who donate a canned good. Mr. Hewitt also said a box can be set up on the apron to collect the canned goods. Lauren Siminski has the scrapbooks. We still need a few volunteers for the Booster table.

Lucas said they are still in need of a few helpers to help with building the set and the platforms. Crews are working on Monday and Tuesday from 6:30-9:30. No experience is necessary. If you can help for all or part of the time, please just come to the auditorium.

There was discussion of trying to all parent emails of kids involved in the one acts so they receive all the information about what is happening with the boosters. Mr. Hewitt said he has most of the parent emails but not all. There was some discussion of requiring the parent email to be part of the student contract to participate in shows.

Spring Musical: Cinderella
Mr. Hewitt said the pre-audition music rehearsals will be November 21 and 22. At the rehearsals, students will learn the songs they will need to audition with. He said that he has purchased a program for students to download and use to practice their audition music. They will receive all the details during these music rehearsals. He said that if girls are interested in a lead role, they should learn all 3 songs. While they will only sing one at their audition, if they are called back, they could be asked to sing any of the 3 songs. Boys will learn and sing only one song.  He said the music auditions are mandatory but students are strongly encouraged to attend, especially if they are interested in a lead. Mr. Hewitt said they can sing something else a cappella. Vocal auditions will be held in the auditorium on the stage. He is trying to get a mic to help the quieter singers because he said if they do get a lead, they will be wearing a mic. Mr. Hewitt said students who are not interested in a lead DO NOT need to attend the monologue auditions on Tuesday. 

Audition schedule:

Monday, Nov. 28 - Vocal - 3-5pm

Tuesday, Nov. 29 - Monologue - 3-5pm

Weds., Nov. 30 - Dance - 3-6pm with dance call backs the same day

Mr. Hewitt said he is thinking of making the callbacks part specific meaning that each student will know that morning which part he/she is being called back for. Crew information will be decided after casting is completed. Barbara suggested giving the boys an earlier time for the vocal rehearsal time so they don't have to sit through the time when the girls are learning the 3 songs.

Lynn and Barbara expressed concern about rehearsal times. Both said there were times in the past when students were set to rehearse but sat in the auditorium, sometimes for a couple of hours, waiting to rehearse. Mr. Hewitt indicated he intended to run a tight rehearsal schedule so that students are not waiting for long periods of time for their rehearsal. He said it will be difficult at times because sometimes the same people may be needed for vocals and/or dance. Lynn suggested putting the choreography on YouTube so that students can practice the dances at home. She said this could also help students to learn dances on their own if they missed a rehearsal. She also suggested having a dance captain assigned to help dancers who are struggling or who may have missed rehearsals. Mr. Hewitt said there are only 2 major dance numbers in this show. He also said he is hoping to have many more of the vocal rehearsals in December and that students will be able to use the electronic program to help them to practice on their own over the winter break and for future rehearsals.

Cappies: www.cappies.com

Debbie looked at the website and created an information sheet about the Cappies. She said students are trained to critique other shows. She will pursue further information from the Baltimore chapter. Mr. Hewitt said there is very little information about the Baltimore chapter on the Web and there doesn't appear to be an email contact. He said this could be an opportunity for Century's journalism students as well. There was extensive of discussion of who the teacher/mentor could and should be based on the criteria on the website. The information on the website seems to indicate that the teacher/mentor cannot be the drama teacher. Some of the questions discussed included were Would we need a parent to be the mentor for the Cappies' students? Is there a parent who may be willing to be in charge of the program? Should we look into this program this year and put off participation until next year? Allison suggested that we talk to parents from other schools whose students have participated in Cappies. Lynn, Debbie, Allison and Barbara said they would be willing to each take/mentor students at one show each. Students need to attend at least 5 shows all together. Cindy said, following the discussion, that we need many more details about the program and to make sure that the program is something we actually want to participate in.  Mr. Hewitt said he will talk with Mr. Cimino at Liberty High about his school's participation in Cappies. He said that could give us a good idea if we have time to participate this year.
Thespian Festival: January 6 and 7, 2012.

Mr. Hewitt said this festival includes students from all over the state of Maryland. He said it typically includes from 500-800 students. The festival will be at Tuscarora High in Frederick County. Century will not be sending a one act play this year because there is not enough time for students to choose a play, cast the play, and rehearse the play to get it ready. He said that students made this decision about hearing about the program. Immediately following the One Acts, Rudies rehearsals begin and then Cinderella auditions and rehearsals begin. Mr. Hewitt said he is willing to send students to the festival on a bus for one of the days, probably Saturday, because the bus will cost between $600 and $800. He said that senior scholarships will be available on Friday and that Friday will be the One Act competition. Saturday will be monologues, duets, etc. There was discussion of parents providing their own student transportation or students driving themselves.  Kendra suggested that students interested in scholarships could get themselves to the competition on Friday night and that parents could car pool on Saturday or students could drive themselves. Mr. Hewitt said he is not sure of the legality of students getting themselves to a school-sponsored event. He said that students must prepare their own competition material and they do NOT have to be Thespian Society members to participate. He said it will be $40 or more to participate depending on how many events students enter. 
There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 8:48pm.
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